Enhanced production of human interferon-gamma by the use of a combination of inducers--phytohemagglutinin, picibanil and tumor promoting agent.
Phytohemagglutinin (PHA), picibanil (OK432) and tumor promoting agent (TPA) were tested in various combinations for optimal induction of human interferon-gamma (HuIFN-gamma). It was found that the use of a mixture of all 3 inducers resulted in IFN production 2-3 times higher than either PHA (10 micrograms/ml) in combination with TPA (5 ng/ml) or picibanil (10 micrograms/ml) alone. The IFN was produced by T lymphocytes and could be neutralized by specific IFN-gamma antiserum. It was pH 2.0 labile and species specific.